
 

Book Review Mini-Critique

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with
descriptions for the major parts of your book
followed by your Readers' Favorite review.
Although these are general ratings we hope
they will give you an insight into how others
may view the different components of your
book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and
although your reviewer is not an expert literary
critic or professional editor, they are at the very
least, an avid reader of books just like yours.

   
Title:  Don't Let Me Go

Author:  Jamila Mikhail

Genre:  Young Adult - Social Issues

  
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the

experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter
headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.4

  
Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and

flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be
consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.

5

  



Development: Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

5

  
Formatting: Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way

in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

5
  
Marketability: Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your

target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

5

  
Overall Opinion: The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and

describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.5

  



Review: Reviewed by Vincent Dublado for Readers' Favorite

Don’t Let Me Go by Jamila Mikhail is an enchanting take on the
young adult genre as it features an inanimate toy soldier that not
only comes to life but has an existential crisis as well. Here we have
a young girl named Joanie, who is struggling to make sense of her
parents’ divorce and having difficulty adjusting to the new
relationships that her mom and dad found respectively. This turns
her life upside down, and she finds herself isolated in the town of
Bluepond, where the only true friends she has are her dolls. She has
a passionate interest in crafting dolls ranging from film characters,
soldiers, and people she meets on a daily basis. Among her
masterpieces, Adler, a Wehrmacht soldier and member of the
German Resistance, is the most beautiful and most detailed. She is
in complete awe of him and one day he comes to life! It appears
that Adler is a Keeper—a soul from a different existence who comes
into the metaphysical world to provide guidance for fellow humans.
Their friendship is then challenged by both physical and
metaphysical elements that influence the course of their lives.

Reading Don't Let Me Go will make you wish that the story never
ends, but you also want Joanie and Adler to find the meaning that
they have been looking for. Jamila Mikhail has managed to weave
questions and concerns into a plot for this fairy tale. On top of that,
she does not want her readers to be limited to being entertained;
she provides relevant reading questions at the end of the story as a
form of self-evaluation to see if you learned anything from the
book. While stories about toys or puppets coming to life have been
done before, Don't Let Me Go treats you to elements that will
surprise you with the philosophical and spiritual blending to break
what is predictable. It is a disservice to simply call this young adult
fiction for it offers something far more than fantasy and
entertainment.


